
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



□ 



10/057,703 



01/25/2002 



Mark Avnct 



7590 



04/05/2006 

JAMES D. FORNARI 

LAW OFFICES OF JAMES D. FORNARI/VIRGIN 
CAPITAL CORP 

645 MADISON AVENUE - 13TH FLOOR 
NEW YORK, NY 10022 



3600-350 



9029 



EXAMINER 



JONES III, CLYDE H 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2623 

DATE MAILED: 04/05/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/057,703 


Applicant(s) 

AVNET, MARK 


Examiner 

Clyde H. Jones (II 


Art Unit 

2623 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Knudson 
etal. (US 6,536,041 B1). 

Regarding claims 1 and 4, Knudson teaches . A system (and corresponding 
method) for broadcast program signal application comprising: 

means for monitoring a broadcast (television) signal to obtain data insertion (in- 
band/out-of band data) information therefrom (col. 5, lines 49-52;col. 6, lines 26-39; in 
which Knudson teaches a cable headend/TV distribution facility - 26, fig. 1- inserting 
real-time data, e.g. stock, sports score information, into a television signal; Knudson 
inherently discloses the headend monitoring the television signal to obtain data 
insertion information, because the headend monitors the incoming TV signals, e.g. from 
the content providers, to determine where in the signal to add the real-time data, e.g., 
the headend monitors incoming TV signal's VBI to insert the real-time data into it). 
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means for generating a data (real-time data) stream for insertion into the 
broadcast signal (30 and 40 - fig. 1; col. 2, lines 44-56; col. 5, lines 53-64; col. 6, lines 
19-25); and, 

means for inserting the data stream into the broadcast signal in real time to 
generate a single output signal (broadcast link 50 - fig. 1) for broadcast transmission 
(col. 2, lines 44-56; col. 6, lines 26-52; col. 7, lines 21-24; col. 7, lines 64-col. 8, line 1). 

Regarding claims 2 and 5, Knudson teaches means for selecting data from a 
data source (col. 11, lines 54-66; col. 12, lines 5-7; col. 12, lines 57-59; in which real 
time data has ID/key information used for selecting specific real time data, e.g., 
selecting only sports scores real-time data); and, 

means for automatically generating the data stream for insertion into the 
broadcast signal (col. 8, line 58-col. 9, line 3; col. 9, lines 22-25; col. 11, lines 40-49 & 
fig. 8; col. 21, lines 44-58; in which the program guide maintains the real-time data and 
accesses/generates the real-time data automatically, i.e., essentially independently) 
based upon pre-established templates (EPG display real-time program listings formats 
- fig. 3, 6, 7 or EPG real-time ticker formats - fig. 13) comprised of decision lists to edit 
the data selected (preference/selected category - fig. 5 or fig. 16) (col. 8, line 49-col. 9, 
line 3; col. 9, lines 26-34; col. 10, lines 15-36; col. 12, lines 49-6; What's On Now list — 
fig. 6 or Today's Games list -fig. 8; fig. 18-278; fig. 19 -step 230; col. 13, lines 51-59; 
col. 14, lines 27-37 & 44-64; fig. 27a-c). 
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Regarding claim 3, Knudson teaches character (text) generation means capable 
of inserting data (real-time information) from the data source into the pre-established 
templates (EPG listing/ticker formats) (100, 96 - fig. 3 inserts real-time text into the 
What's On Now EPG format 90; col. 9, lines 26-34; col. 10, lines 46-51; col. 12, lines 
49-53; also real-time text information is generated in the EPG ticker format - fig. 13 & 
col. 13, lines 50-60; col. 14, lines 27-37; col. 14, lines 44-53 & 60-64; fig. 27a-c). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clyde H. Jones III whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5946. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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